Discover the Magic of Christmas with Santa Claus
Air Date: December 22, 2025

Guest: Jim Baird as Santa Claus

Resources:

David Lowry: 0:29
Hello everyone welcome to peaceful life radio. I'm David Lowry with me today is my good
buddy Don Drew.

Don Drew: 0:36
And | am so excited today. This is going to be a great show.

David Lowry: 0:39
Don, | didn't believe this could happen. You told me you wrote a letter to the north pole. |
thought It's not gonna work, but it did.

Don Drew: 0:50
It did. But before we get started | would remind our listeners to please download like and
share our podcast and then be sure invite your friends to join us as well

David Lowry: 0:59
Don, I'm sorry | doubted you. | didn't believe in you. Don wrote a letter to the North Pole
and asked for Santa.

Don Drew: 1:07
And he's here with us today. Santa Claus, we are so glad to have you. I've been a fan of
yours. Oh my gosh.

Santa Claus: 1:16

| am so glad to be here with both of you, David and Don. I've been watching you since
you were little boys. You've been on the naughty list more times than | can count, but this
year you're both on the nice list and I'm happy to see it.

David Lowry: 1:30

I'm honored that you're here despite all that, you know, about both of us, which, just the
little bit | know of Don, would give me pause and Don, don't you dare talk about all the
stuff, you know, about me!

Don Drew: 1:43



Yeah, no, I'm not going to do that. I'm not going to wreck your Christmas this year, but, |
want to get us started with asking Santa Claus about how you became you. How did that
happen?

Santa Claus: 1:53

You know, it's a bit of a mystery to me too. | started life in, man, it's been years since |
looked at a map, but | think you would today call it Turkey. | was a leader in a church, and,
we had a family there. The dad couldn't afford the dowry for his daughters, which that
was rough. If a girl couldn't get married into a decent family, her alternatives were not
great. And | worried about that, and | worried about that, and one night, in the middle of
the night, I really thought this was a dream, but | got up, | stuffed a bunch of money into a
bag, walked through the streets in the middle of the night, and |, like a burglar, jimmied
open a window, and dropped this bag of money, Into their living room and then closed
the window and like a thief in the night, | vanished. In the morning, the dad and the
daughters were ecstatic. They could all get married. | was hooked. Wow. | was hooked.
That's how it started.

Don Drew: 2:53
How'd you end up on the North Pole of all places?

Santa Claus: 2:55

So, like I said, | was hooked on this idea of giving. Jesus said, it's more blessed to give
than to receive, and it turns out it is real. | gradually got more into that and I'm more of a
manifestation of that spirit now than | am a human anymore. That's how it happened. I'm
telling you.

David Lowry: 3:17
| remember my earliest memories of Christmas involved sitting on Santa's lap, telling my
folks about the walkie talkies | wanted, the boxing gloves | wanted, and you know what?

Don Drew: 3:28
You remember that Santa?

Santa Claus: 3:29
Oh, yes.

David Lowry: 3:30
Thank you. I've never been able to thank you.

Santa Claus: 3:32



Nothing makes us happier at the North Pole than the happiness of children. I'll tell you
what, I've got several questions about the North Pole, how you do your work and so forth,
and | understand you have a lot of elves that work for you that actually help make these
toys.. Oh, yes. Plenty of elves. People have ideas about the elves, but they are hard
workers because they love the happiness of children. They love the giggles on Christmas
morning.

David Lowry: 3:58
Are they anything like what you see on the movies, like EIf?

Santa Claus: 4:02

They are a little like Will Ferrell, oddly enough, he's been on the naughty list since he was
21. But Elves look human because, honestly, they are human. Not Elf, it's Elve. Elves don't
want to go home, they just want to stay there and make children happy.

David Lowry: 4:19
That's a year round effort to get ready for Christmas.

Santa Claus: 4:21
They bring their families, it's great. That's what their life becomes. Okay. next question.

Don Drew: 4:26
What about the reindeer? Where do they come from? How do they learn to fly? What's
the secret?

Santa Claus: 4:31
The reindeer are caribou. Caribou cannot fly. It's aerodynamically impossible. On
Christmas, mine fly.

Don Drew: 4:39
Huh, and?

Santa Claus: 4:41
| don't know how they do it. Honestly, we've had, nerd elves, tried to explain it to me.

David Lowry: 4:48
They just do.

Santa Claus: 4:49



But only on Christmas.

David Lowry: 4:50
But only on Christmas.

Santa Claus: 4:51

And what they said, okay, I'm gonna get this wrong. And partly this is because it's a
temporal paradox and we're not supposed to do those. We're not supposed to admit
them. This is powered by anticipatory happiness is what they told me. And what that
seems to mean is the reindeer fly because they're going to make the children happy.

David Lowry: 5:13
That makes all kinds of scientific sense if you think about it.

Santa Claus: 5:16
Yeah, it's totally

David Lowry: 5:17
Quantum it's beyond Newtonian, | can see where that would work.

Don Drew: 5:21

| gotta tell you, Santa, | believe | was eight years old and at my cousin's house, in
Okmulgee, Oklahoma, and it was late at night. We'd been at my grandmother's and it was
not midnight yet, but I'm pretty sure | saw you and your sleigh and reindeer in the sky. Is
that ever possible?

David Lowry: 5:41
s it possible to see that?

Santa Claus: 5:43

We try to avoid that. | suppose it's possible, but we try really hard not to let that happen.
Our job is to be stealthy because it's more blessed to give than to receive. Part of the fun
of generosity is for people to be unsure of who gave me this and where did it come from
and all of that. So that's part of the fun.

David Lowry: 6:01

I've noticed this time of year on the Hallmark Channel, there's a lot of stories about Santa
Claus and one involves a place not far from the North Pole, but more towards northern
Alaska, where a lot of warehouses are making and holding stuff for you. Do you use a



modern shipping and distribution center out of Alaska? Or were they just making that
stuff up on Hallmark?

Santa Claus: 6:24

Don't feel it's good to comment on Hallmark. They work for a different division. I'm not
gonna say anything, bad about Hallmark at all. My warehouses are not in Alaska. Don't try
to go to Alaska and find my warehouses. Those are fine warehouses doing good work.
They're just not associated with the North Pole.

David Lowry: 6:43
Oh, okay.

Don Drew: 6:44
Santa, tell us, a favorite story where something either went great or you had a problem
something that would be interesting to our listeners.

Santa Claus: 6:53

Well, there is a story. It's, actually Charles Dickens wrote this up. He kind of changed the
names and everything, but there really is a story of a truly, truly twisted man. Stingy,
mean. He thought he could make his life work if he accumulated enough money. And he
was making life miserable in the town where he lived. He really was. Now this actually
happened, in the 1800s. He was constantly squeezing his business partners for more cash.
He was so far down in the naughty list, | had given up hope on him. Just about everyone
had given up hope on him. One day, he completely changed.

David Lowry: 7:33
What do you think happened?

Santa Claus: 7:34
None of us know. He says he had a visitation.

David Lowry: 7:37

Really? A visitation changed all that? That's right, and he became the most generous
person, he was filled with the spirit of generosity, and he was giving things. He had a lot,
but he gave more than he had from that point on. Do you think it would be like a near
death experience where, they got a foretaste of what could happen and decided to
change? I'm trying to find a reason why a guy like that would change.

Santa Claus: 8:01



Well, the original story is he had a visitation from Jesus. That's the way he told it. Dickens
didn't tell it that way. He had ghosts and things like that, Christmas stories had a lot of
ghost stories associated with it. | don't know how that all happened, but, that was the way
we heard about it.

David Lowry: 8:17
Main thing is, people that you think are goners, may not be. There's always hope.

Don Drew: 8:23
You can move from the naughty list to the nice list.

Santa Claus: 8:25
You can.

Don Drew: 8:26
David, what are one of your favorite memories of your childhood Christmases?

David Lowry: 8:30

There was one Christmas that was a little disappointing. Santa did what | needed not what
| wanted. The Christmas before | got the walkie talkies. On Christmas morning, | went
down and did something | wasn't supposed to do. | went and saw everything laid out.
Santa had been there, and nobody was awake and | knew the walkie talkies were in this
box. When | opened it up, it was a red letter Bible.

Don Drew: 8:58
Oh man.

David Lowry: 8:59
Had my name on it. | think Santa knew | needed it. there had been problems that year.

Santa Claus: 9:05
And how long did you keep it, David?

David Lowry: 9:07
| kept it for a very, very, very long time. Much longer than the walkie talkies. | broke the
antenna on the walkie talkies within hours

Santa Claus: 9:15
That always happens. Yeah.



Don Drew: 9:17

| had a very blessed childhood and a lot of great Christmas memories. Got everything |
asked for you mentioned something earlier, anticipatory happiness. | think Christmas Eve,
even though if you asked when | was a child, | would have said it's opening all the
presents, but as an adult, now | look back on those times and we almost always spent
Christmas with my cousins. | remember, being so excited and giddy and we'd try to go to
sleep and our parents would try and get us to go to bed. Even if they got us in bed, we'd
be giggling and excited about the morning. My parents and my aunt and uncle, decided
to do a pinata for us. We busted a pinata in the living room on Christmas Eve the buildup
was just so great. After Christmas, your walkie talkies break or your fire engine quits but
that feeling of coming happiness and joy is so great. | love that feeling.

David Lowry: 10:07

Sometimes it's hard to compete with Santa. Santa brought all the cool stuff and one
Christmas, Santa brought a trampoline. They were ecstatic, but mom and dad got them
clothes. And the kids said to us, Why is it that Santa brings us all the good stuff and you
guys just bring clothes? You just can't compete with Santa.

Don Drew: 10:30
So Santa, are you, using any technology these days?

David Lowry: 10:33
IPhones.

Don Drew: 10:34
Logistics tracking, are you using any technology or still pretty much old school?

Santa Claus: 10:38

I'm about as old school as it gets, me, personally. Now, the elves, adopt new technology
as it comes online. They try to explain it to me, it goes in one ear and out the other.
Honestly, | don't understand most of what they tell me. | do my part of the job. They do
their part of the job, and, it gets done.

David Lowry: 10:57
How do you do all these time zones?

Santa Claus: 10:59
Time zones are not really a problem. When you are powered by anticipatory happiness, it
is amazing what you can accomplish. It's the juice, I'm telling you. It's the juice.



David Lowry: 11:10
| hadn't thought about that. It makes it happen, doesn't it?

Santa Claus: 11:13
It does.

David Lowry: 11:14
Are you worried we'll ever run low on anticipatory happiness? Can we count on it?

Santa Claus: 11:19

We have had dips in the supply of generosity, I'll tell you that. It goes and comes. And it
goes and comes in individuals too. But when people get a taste of that happiness they
can generate, they want more. | certainly did it's what I'm about now.

David Lowry: 11:37

Being a grandparent has taught me more about your work and love for children. As a
grandparent, look forward to Christmas and the magic of Christmas and wanting to tell
Santa what they want for Christmas. What is it about a grandkid that makes you want to
give everything you have?

Don Drew: 11:54

| think part of it, David, is we get to experience more of the nice and less of the naughty.
When you're the parents, you get more balance but if we start shifting towards the
naughty, we can, hand them back. We have a real advantage there.

David Lowry: 12:06
There's nothing | wouldn't do for my grandkids.

Don Drew: 12:08

There's a lot of talk about that naughty and nice list. But what | noticed is that the gifts
don't necessarily not come because | was naughty. You were always generous to me and |
know | wasn't always deserving.

Santa Claus: 12:22

Well, as | said, we are powered by anticipatory happiness there is a naughty list and a nice
list. There are differences but honestly, every child has the power to be on the nice list.
And we found out quite some time ago, and the elves have had disagreements about this.
And again, they have debates and so forth. We found out quite some time ago, that by



and large, we get more kids on the nice list by generosity than by coal and switches. Our
policy lately has been more towards generosity.

David Lowry: 13:01
| remember one time my parents said that could happen, and it straightened me right up.
Just the thought that it could happen was enough to move me to being a better person.

Don Drew: 13:11

Despite all the technology your elves are using, on Christmas Eve, some children, you're
not able to locate them, or they're moving, or they're living in a place they normally don't,
and so it's a little difficult to find them. What is it that you want them to know?

Santa Claus: 13:27

| want them to know we try very hard to find every child. There are a lot of different things
that can get in the way, and you've listed a few. There are many, many others. Have you
ever had to sit on a committee?

Don Drew: 13:39
Yes. Oh, yes.

Santa Claus: 13:40
You know what that is?

David Lowry: 13:42
Absolutely, yes.

Santa Claus: 13:43
Do you love them?

Don Drew: 13:44
No. They're horrible.

Santa Claus: 13:45

At the North Pole january and half of February is committee meetings, debriefs on how
things went. Half of our time is spent on this problem you brought up. We spend a lot of
time worrying about this and figuring out how we can improve next year. It is hard, here's
what | would want to say. The spirit of generosity is working to get through to you. And if
it didn't happen this year, the spirit of generosity is not going to give up. And eventually
the spirit is going to win.



David Lowry: 14:16

| have a question for People older than kids, and | want to hear from Santa Claus. Our
program is called Peaceful Life Radio. Over the years, you've watched people come from
childhood to adults. What could we do to have a happier, more peaceful life?

Santa Claus: 14:33
Well, my specialty is generosity. So, | definitely think if you want to have a better life and a
more peaceful life, figure out how you can give more than you take in this world.

David Lowry: 14:49
Wow. That's profound.

Santa Claus: 14:51

Start as a kid and develop that for your whole life. | see a lot of people who are pretty
good kids who really veer towards the naughty list because they get so worried about
how much stuff they have. Is somebody getting more stuff than I'm getting? It's so sad
because there's so much happiness to be had by giving things to people and helping
other people be happy and have a flourishing life.

Don Drew: 15:20

Well, you bring up a great question How can we as adults be your helpers? When | was a
kid, one of the fantasies | had was that | could go to the North Pole and work with you. |
really wanted that that time's passed. What could | be doing now? Because children that
are in situations that you can't necessarily get to them yourself on that one night because
of circumstances beyond anybody's control. You're constantly trying to improve that, but
some are left out. What can we as adults do to help you reach these children?

Santa Claus: 15:52

Whenever Santa's blocked from getting to a kid on Christmas, if there's anything you see
personally that you can do, then do that. Almost in every community you go to, there are
people who are trying to address this issue. | can recommend a couple. Actually, that |
know are going on. Please, tell them. The Christmas Connection at ChristmasConnection.
org. You can donate money to that, you can donate items, you can donate time. Their
store provides a dignified shopping experience at no cost. It's a really worthwhile place
that people can be a help. | understand they've been around since 1981 having a big
impact right here in Oklahoma City. That's a big deal if you live close by where this
podcast is coming from. That could help a lot. | know most churches have toy drives. A lot
of churches and organizations have toy drives around this time of year. There's the adopt
an angel program of the Salvation Army, the angel tree. Families sign up for gifts and you



adopt an angel and buy gifts on their wishlist. They also have a winter coat drive, which is,
important. Do you know of any in this area?

Don Drew: 17:03
Yeah, in this area. I'm familiar with the, Santa Cause, C-A-U-S-E Santa Cause.

Santa Claus: 17:08
Oh | like that name.

Don Drew: 17:08

That's Santa claus.com. They're also a 5 0 1 C3. They've been around since 1985. They
assist about 1, 800 kids per year. | understand that Christmas Connection, is reaching out
to almost 6, 000 young people here. And at Santa Claus, what they do is read letters
written by children and submitted mostly by teachers and counselors and then try to fulfill
that wish list. These are in Oklahoma City, where David and | are located. The Salvation
Army is U. S. wide, and certainly there are many other organizations that make a special
effort to try and reach out and get toys to children who won't have much of a Christmas
otherwise.

David Lowry: 17:47

These are great organizations, and | hope everybody will do their part by giving. You can
check with United Way in your community. They have help around Christmas. And let's
not forget that there are people who need food this time of year. The Food Alliance,
wherever you happen to live, food pantries local churches coat drives that many
organizations do, there's so many ways we can be of assistance, | really like what you had
to say about the giving life as opposed to the taking life. | think that may be a key point
for having a peaceful, happy life.

Santa Claus: 18:22

It's certainly a way to have more fun life, that's for sure. One of my favorite quotes, comes
from this kid, Winnie. He lived in a ginormous house when he was little. He said, we make
a living by what we get, we make a life by what we give. His last name was, Churchill.
Winnie Churchill.

Don Drew: 18:43
He grew up to be a pretty important guy, so we could take some stock in that. Well,
Santa, is there anything else you want to share with us and our listeners?

Santa Claus: 18:52



| just want to say, it truly is more blessed to give than to receive, try it and you'll find out
that's the truth. The main thing | want to say is everybody out there, have a merry
Christmas.



